As is obvious to anyone who' s been on Facebook for any length of time, these are just a few of the thousands of "quizzes" that may pop up in your timeline as you scroll through to see what your sister is up to in Cleveland. You may know the answers to some of those questions because you took the quizzes. If so, you've taken another quiz without knowing it.
It' s called, Are You a Total Sucker? And the answer is most likely, Yes. Actually, even if you didn't take the quiz but "Liked" a friend' s post about his or her quiz results, you're probably a total sucker. In fact, there are, at latest count, about 50 million suckers who've had the personal information that' s linked to their Facebook account "harvested" by a company called Cambridge Analytica.
And it' s a big deal because that information was being marketed to political campaigns around the world -including Donald Trump' s -and used to in uence voters.
Facebook says Cambridge Analytica obtained -and retained -the information illegally. Last Friday, in an attempt to get out in front of a story being published by the Observer of London, Facebook said 250,000 accounts had been compromised. e next day, the Observer and e New York Times both reported that the number of accounts harvested was 50 million. Which, to be fair to Facebook, is close to 250,000, right?
All this information came out thanks to a whistle-blower named Christopher Wylie (no relation to Christopher Steele), who recounted some truly harrowing tales to Observer reporter, Carole Cadwalladr: " [Wylie] came up with a plan to harvest the Facebook pro les of millions of people in the U.S., and to use their private and personal information to create sophisticated psychological and political pro les. And then target them with political ads designed to work on their particular psychological makeup.
"'We 'broke' Facebook, '" he says. "And he did it on behalf of his new boss, Steve Bannon. " Whoa, if true! And it' s true. Turns out Cambridge Analytica is owned by Republican oligarch Robert Mercer, who hired Steve Bannon to run the Facebook pro le-harvesting operation. In remarkable stories in the Observer, its sister paper, e Guardian, and e New York Times, much, much more was revealed, including the fact that Russian money (Surprise!) was also funneled into Cambridge Analytica a few years back.
Cadwalladr worked with Wylie for over a year to expose Cambridge Analytica' s operations. In so doing, she may have saved democracy. Her reporting revealed that Cambridge Analytica was involved in Great Britain' s surprising Brexit election and other elections around the world that may have served as test cases for the organization' s operation in the U.S. election of 2016.
In England, the government is up in arms, demanding investigations and freezing Cambridge Analytica operations there. Calls are being made for Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg to testify to government investigators.
In the U.S., as you might expect, not so much, though "concerns" are being expressed by the usual GOP suspects.
As what is potentially the greatest spy/espionage story in U.S. history plays out in the coming weeks and months, I urge everyone to read as much real journalism about the subject as possible. It' s coming from national and international sources with a reputation for solid reporting -e Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg, e New York Times, the Washington Post, and, increasingly from the Guardian and Observer. I also urge you to support these entities with your dollars by buying online subscriptions. e Guardian and Observer don't have paywalls but do o er simple ways to contribute to their work on their websites. Good journalism is expensive to do, but the Fourth Estate is the best defense we have against being manipulated by the dark forces now arrayed against the world's democracies.
And don't take any more Facebook quizzes. You already know which Game of rones character you' d like to fall in love with, anyway. 
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MIDWIFERY
GYNECOLOGY
ABORTION FREE IUDS
City o cials announced a creative plan last week to provide a big chunk of the $16 million needed to fund universal pre-Kindergarten for children in Memphis without raising taxes. Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland has long pushed for universal, needs-based pre-K, and now the city has a plan to generate $6 million for it by 2022. e city needs to enroll about 8,500 in pre-K, and now 7,500 are funded. But a federal grant that funds 1,000 seats expires next year.
"Pre-K is a shared goal of our community," Strickland said. "It's so that every child has a better opportunity to read. So that every child has a better opportunity to take advantage of the momentum our city o ers. So that every child gets a level shot at a better outcome for their life.
"Making sure that our kids who need it the most have access to quality pre-K is one of the most important actions we can take today for the longterm improvement of the city we all love."
Instead of implementing a sales tax hike or putting another funding mechanism out for a public vote, the city proposes to use revenue collected from companies whose pay-in-lieu of taxes (PILOT) agreement has terminated and are paying increased property taxes.
Additionally, the equivalent of one penny from the existing city property tax rate will be used to generate the $6 million.
" is is a creative solution that doesn't touch what we're doing now with our operating budget -doesn't touch what we're doing with core services like police and re," Strickland said.
e remaining $10 million gap will be lled by a number of di erent sources, Strickland said. All of the collected revenue would go to a fund managed by private nonpro t, Seeding Success, which is also raising money for pre-K. e city's plan must be approved by the Memphis City Council on three readings in order for the ordinance to become law.
e mayor, along with city council members stand by the idea that early childhood education is a "critical component" of addressing the city's high poverty and crime rates.
Councilman Kemp Conrad said providing pre-K in the city should have a positive impact on the number of children living in poverty here.
"Today, 45 percent, or almost half of Memphis children, live below poverty," he said. "It's unacceptable, and I truly believe this plan will change that. I believe this is one of the most important initiatives in the history of Memphis."
Strickland said studies show that students who can read on the third-grade reading level by third grade have a 90 percent chance of graduating high school. is is a "clear indicator of why our kids need this incredibly important additional year of structured learning," he said.
"Making sure that our kids who need it the most have access to quality pre-K is one of the most important actions we can take today for the long-term betterment of the city we all love, " Strickland said. Lee was preceded to town by Democratic gubernatorial candidate Karl Dean, the former Nashville mayor, who was hosted at a Friday luncheon by another faith-based group, the Memphis Baptist Ministerial Association, at Mt. Moriah Baptist Church on Wellington. Noting that in recent times Republicans and Democrats have taken turns with two-term incumbencies as governor, Dean said "It's our turn" to occupy the governor's chair. And he also noted in a conversation with reporters after his public remarks that Phil Bredesen and Bill Haslam, the two governors preceding whoever is elected this year, had both, like himself, served previously as mayors.
Dean deemed his service as mayor, a nonpartisan position, to be good preparation for the task of presiding over a state like Tennessee, with a population that stretches ideologically from left to right but has, for most of its history, kept a political balance.
All's Well That Ends Well:
The Shelby County Commission, with a light and theoretically non-controversial agenda to deal with on Monday, saw a bit of drama.
One audience member, District 13 Commission candidate Charlie Belenky, took issue with the body's setting a relatively quick April 2nd date to appoint a successor to departing General Sessions Judge Larry Potter.
Belenky's point was that any appointee would have a running start and an advantage over potential election rivals. The commission's retort was that the traffic in Potter's court was so brisk as to permit no delay.
Another audience member quarreled in vain with the commission's longestablished practice of awarding grants to local nonprofit charitable organizations, the case in point being one to Memphis Inner City Rugby.
And a final audience speaker, the ubiquitous activist Dr. Yahweh, delivered a long philippic against what he deemed the poisonous evil of fluoridaton in local water. Against all expectations, he ended up earning an ovation as a hero, not for his anti-fluoride message, but for his proud history, 50 years ago, when, as Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" Watson, a member of the Invaders, he was associated with the cause of the sanitation workers striking that year and with the memory of the slain martyr Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
All's Well That Ends Well II:
Ed Ford Jr., a two-term city councilman, now one of eight candidates (7 Democrats and 1 Republican) seeking Position 9 on the Shelby County Commission, drew a slew of heavy hitters to a Monday evening fund-raiser at Alchemy restaurant. On hand were such as realtor Bobbi Gillis, Cooper-Young mogul Charlie Ryan, Grizzlies exec Jason Wexler, several sitting commissioners and fellow council members, businessman/political broker Karl Schledwitz, and former Mayor AC Wharton.
A grateful Ford delivered himself of some lengthy remarks in which he extolled the current council and remembered being the seventh or decisive vote in several controversial council measures, notably including a controversial one that altered the benefits package of Memphis poilicemen in the interests of the city's solvency.
Wharton, whose election loss in 2015 may have owed something to that moment, responded with a reminiscence of his own, backing up Ford's view. And, as an incidental part of the general kumbaya, the former mayor coexisted jovially with Schledwitz, a 2015 supporter whose inadvertently leaked election-day prophecy of a Wharton loss to Jim Strickland had been the source of tension at the time. For further political news and pictures, see also the slideshow An Eye on Politics at memphisflyer.com.
P O L I T I C S B y J a c k s o n B a k e r
Gubernatorial contenders Dean and Lee meet with faith-based groups in Memphis
Taking Turns
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what art is alleged to do -i.e., hold a mirror up to life. Many of us remember the irony of the giant billboards that appeared over major thoroughfares in Memphis during the last months of John Calipari's tenancy as basketball coach of the University of Memphis. It was 2008, the Tigers had just played in the finals of the NCAA basketball championship, and the billboards boasted somewhat giddily of the respect and attention Tiger basketball had earned for the city during a run of years in which the team had figured as a contender for the NCAA's highest honors.
Well, as it is said, pride goeth before a fall, and when Calipari zipped off to Kentucky, taking his latest prize recruiting class of one-anddone future NBAers with him, the billboards came down.
During the next few years, when former Calipari assistant Josh Pastner was at the helm of the Tigers, the team's fortunes hovered between mildly successful and mediocre. And there was a counterpart to that in the attrition that sapped the self-esteem of the city, or at least of the Memphians, of whom there were many, who lived vicariously with the fortunes of the Tigers. Things were not helped in that regard by the University's sagging football program.
The University and its boosters resolved to dig deep and pay what it took to get both major athletic programs up to snuff. In football, that resulted in the hiring, successively, of coaches Justin Fuente and Mike Norvell, whose successful teams have brought the football Tigers up by several levels of respectability. In theory, something like that was supposed to happen as well with the hiring of Tubby Smith, a former NCAA tournament winner with Kentucky, to coach the basketball Tigers. Under the circumstances, Smith didn't do badly in his two years here, but the circumstances included his inability to recruit and hold local talent, which had been the basis of the program's original successes preCalipari.
Enter this week a new coach: Anfernee "Penny" Hardaway, the former NBA star who had been one of the University of Memphis' own certifiably great players in the 1990s and who, moreover, has just won a state high school basketball championship as coach at East High School. Hardaway has the name, the zeal, no doubt the coaching ability, and, just as importantly, the local standing to attract local recruits again and bring the fans back into FedExForum and, who knows, to get those billboards back up.
Toy story or not, it is a source of much local hope this week.
Sports may be, as the late Howard Cosell used to say, the toy department of life. But it was still the basis for the caustic but candid lawyer-turned-sportswriter's livelihood, and, for most people, sports may in fact be the vehicle for doing 11 m e m p h i s f l y e r. c o m
NEWS & OPINION
"Our brains change as we grow older" declares a commercial for a nutritional supplement claiming to slow memory loss. Apparently, there are thousands of Baby Boomers who may need to order this product by the gross since they are obviously suffering from some type of memory loss.
Whether it's from age-related memory loss or selective memory loss, some folks over 55 these days seem to have completely forgotten the years of their own youth. Possibly, they flat-out can't remember their young-adult years because they burned up too many brain cells partaking of a different kind of "supplement" back then.
Whatever the reason, the reactions of many of them to the young victims of the Parkland, Florida, shooting have been contemptible.
Is it the slouch to authoritarianism that has caused the children of the 1960s to turn truth inside out and upside down in their defense of the marauding grafter known as Donald Trump? Perhaps it's growing tribalism or plain old, rank hypocrisy.
It's unclear exactly what has caused it. However, when I hear my peers acknowledging their (still) undying support of Trump's disgusting lies without any better explanation than "Because he's making America Great Again, " I have to laugh. This is coming from the generation who listened to John Lennon sing "All I want is the truth"! A few weeks ago, a friend posted a rather long summary of her thoughts on Facebook regarding the Florida school shooting and how inspired she was by the students' ability to take immediate action by organizing, marching, and challenging lawmakers. In describing her admiration for their unrelenting determination to change gun laws, she said it reminded her of the days of her own youth and the Vietnam War protests. Most replied with shared sentiments, however, there were some reactions that were both astonishing and reprehensible.
One woman, a grandmother of five, went on a rambling rant about how "disgraceful" and "poor mannered" the students were. She stooped to calling them "rude little brats who needed to shut the hell up. " Another, a retired teacher, posited that if any of the Stoneman Douglas students had been one of her students, she' d have "slapped them right across the face for being so disrespectful to authority. "
Yet another commented about watching the televised town hall that took place days after the shooting and described her outrage over the way the teens interacted with Florida senator Marco Rubio. "In my day, " she declared, "we would've been told to have some respect and stop talking to adults that way. "
Out of curiosity, I looked up their profiles on Facebook. All, predictably, had "liked" Donald Trump. Interestingly, they had also "liked" Boomer music such as Bob Dylan, Credence Clearwater Revival, and Motown. This got me to wondering. Did these people not actually ever understand the words to Marvin Gaye's "What's Going On?"
The memories of older Americans haven't been lost so much as they've been infected by the insidious propaganda of Fox News, Breitbart, Rush Limbaugh, and other fanatical influences that have caused them to forget what it's like to be young and full of righteous anger over historical events that have occurred due to circumstances totally out of their control. Instead, they are now old and full of self-righteous anger over historical events that they helped create. In the words to the Boomer anthem "For What It's Worth" -"paranoia strikes deep; into your life it will creep. "
Instead of "live shooter" drills, students of the 1960s practiced "civil defense" drills requiring them to duck and cover under their desks as protection from an imagined strike by our enemies, the Russians. Astonishingly, that same generation has now embraced a man who -as evidence is increasingly showing -has colluded with the Russians to rig our elections and allow their influence in our government.
Recently, Cameron Kasky and David Hogg, two of the young Florida activists, were guests on a cable show. They founded the #NeverAgain movement hours after the shooting and have quickly become high profile. When asked what he thought of adults, particularly older adults, Cameron Kasky, said, "To all the generations before us, we sincerely accept your apology and appreciate that you are willing to let us rebuild the world that you f**ked up. "
Instead of being vilified, the kids in Florida, should be commended and encouraged. Hopefully, most of us haven't forgotten what it's like to be young and passionate about wanting to change what's wrong in the world. May we never forget that young people are our future, and with smart, determined youth like these teenagers, the future is looking pretty bright. Cheri DelBrocco is a frequent contributor to the Flyer.
V I E W P O I N T B y C h e r i D e l B r o c c o
The kids at Parkland are reminding Baby Boomers of their legacy.
Keeping the Faith
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For example, the maneuvering behind its most controversial decision last year -removing Confederate statues from public parks -was kept secret from Memphis citizens until a er the decision was made. e council created a new rule, written vaguely and broadly, and ushered it through a months-long legislative process, with plenty of debate and public input.
en, at the last second, they erased the whole thing and lled it in with details they did not think the public needed to know until a er the fact of its passage.
Council members say the move was legal and that they've used the same ploy in the past. Council member Worth Morgan, for one, said he "certainly won't apologize" for using the maneuver on the statues vote. What we're le with -the council and the public -is a legislative sleight of hand that allows local government to make decisions without public knowledge or input.
Another example of a council endaround occurred when the public was not informed about a rm the council hired to lobby in Nashville. ey spent $120,000 of taxpayer money to urge Tennessee state lawmakers to kill Instant Runo Voting, a measure approved by Memphis voters in a referendum 10 years ago. When asked about that decision, council attorney Allen Wade was quoted in e Commercial Appeal as saying that the council uses taxpayer dollars "to do a lot of things" people don't like.
In a third example, council members sometimes introduce last-minute resolutions and ordinances that hinder public involvement.
All of this may be perfectly legal. But is it right? Do Memphis taxpayers and voters deserve more transparency?
At least one council member said that some council processes may need review. But most members defended the moves, citing complicated legislative procedures, overall council prerogatives, and other rationale.
Taken separately, each legislative maneuver seems like an arcane machination of the democracy machine, movements that take access to local government out of the hands of the people who pay the taxes that run local government. Taken together, they seem like parts of a playbook that' s used to cloud the legislative process and keep citizens out of certain conversations at Memphis City Hall.
The Secret Statues Vote
On Wednesday, December 20th, council members settled in behind their microphones to resume a meeting that it had adjourned from its regular Tuesday session the day before. Intensity built as the council first worked through some routine business. Tension rose further as three members of the public gave the council their parting thoughts on the statues. Then, when the item came up for that final vote, something confusing happened. At least, it was confusing to the anyone outside city government' s inner circle.
Council member Edmund Ford brought a new rule -a substitute ordinance -to the table that would change everything. The document was not handed out to the public. It was not in the council' s agenda packet, which is public record. The council voted unanimously to accept the new rule. Then, they voted to unanimously approve it, and it was done.
But, as is customary with big votes in the council chamber, not a single member of the audience whooped, cheered, jeered, booed, or hissed. They sat, stunned.
Council chairman Berlin Boyd then said, "for clarity purposes, let me read the substitute ordinance into the record. " Finally, clarity. Nope. Boyd simply read the same old blanket ordinance heading, the one about "the immediate removal of" statues from city-owned property.
During the crucial vote no council member said the word "statue. " No one said "parks. " Certainly no one said "Greenspace Inc., " a nonprofit that no one but those in the inner circle had ever heard of. No one said anything at all, really. The council moved on to other business.
But as we now know, that vote sent players in motion all over the city. That vote cemented an agreement Memphis Mayor Jim Strickland had already signed with Greenspace. That vote sent dozens of police and other public safety officials to cordon off the parks, a seamless orchestration that must have taken months to plan. The police moved in to protect crane operators hired by Greenspace to remove statues of Nathan Bedford Forrest, Jefferson Davis, and James Harvey Mathes.
The Flyer' s editorial stance on the removal of the Confederate statues was clear for months. The paper favored their removal, the sooner the better. But concerns remain about the process -a legislative maneuver that shielded the public from a critical government decision, a maneuver that seemingly allows city government to pass legislation without public review or comment.
Ford said in an interview months after the vote, that the play was used to ensure public safety. He said other votes, such as one regarding residency requirements for city employees, have gone down the same way. The statues vote was scrutinized, he said, because of the public intrigue. "There' s nothing that we have tried to do in the dark that we wouldn't do in the light, as far as legislation is concerned, " Ford said, noting that if anyone had questions they could have asked him. "I don't want people to think that this is something that is sort of a witch hunt or something, done behind the scenes. "
The Atlantic' s U.S. politics and global news reporter David Graham, called the council play a "novel trick, " a "surprise move, " and a "novel strategy. " But he worried about the precedent.
"The distance between righteous civil disobedience and risky breakdown of rule of law is not as wide as it might seem, however, and it' s easy to imagine ways in which such a procedure could be abused, " That report cleared the council, saying it "provided sufficient notice of its meetings and agendas to allow interested citizens the opportunity to attend. "
The council met the Tennessee Open Records Act, the report said, because it posted its meeting dates on its website, along with agendas, documents, and more. Though, it should be noted here, again, that the final statues ordinance was never posted online before the final vote meeting and wasn't in agenda packets the day of the vote.
Tami Sawyer, who led the #TakeEmDown901 movement, said she was told the morning of the vote "what was supposed to happen. " "When the ordinance wasn't read, all I could think was … get to the park, " Sawyer said. "I was more focused on, 'Was it going happen for real' than anything else. "
Council member Morgan said the vote was "done in public" and that "you can't do a complete substitute ordinance that wouldn't fit into the subject of the heading. " That is, the ordinance you approve has to, at least, in some way, relate to the one it's replacing.
In this case, doing something "relative to the removal" of the statues was close enough to "the sale and/or conveyance, at reduced or no cost, of such portions of the city' s easement in" Memphis Park, Health Sciences Park, and the Forrest Monument to Greenspace.
Morgan said the media was mad at the council' s handling of the vote "because they missed the story, " adding, "the reason you don't announce that the statues are coming down … is because of the violence that we've seen, " citing protests and counter protests. It was done legally, he said, and pointed to the comptroller' s report as proof.
"So, I don't regret how it was done, " Morgan said. "I do regret a lot of the discussion that happened beforehand and after. The protests have suffered from a lack of leadership and a lack of direction, but I can only control and participate in things that are inside [the council' s purview].
"We did it legally and safely so there' s not much more to say, and I certainly won't apologize for it. "
Council member Marilyn Robinson said she was "almost positive" that the council shared documents about the sale to Greenspace with the public. But she deferred to city council attorney Wade "because he was guiding us in the process of making sure that we handled everything in a proper and legal manner. "
When told the information was not shared, Robinson said, "I can only think we maybe need to look at our rules and how we handle that because it' s not just that particular situation. That' s the way it' s been handled in the whole two years I have been on the city council. "
Before responding to questions, Wade noted in a letter that this reporter "likes" the Facebook pages of the Sons of Confederate Veterans and Confederate 901. Wade said those likes "revealed an affinity for the views" of the groups and that "we will assume that your apparent bias will color your opinions" in this story, the purpose of which, he alleged, is "to denigrate the removal of the statues. "
[Note: I "like" those pages in the same way I "like" and follow a variety of groups that make news in Memphis. For example, I "like" the Memphis Zoo and Citizens to Protect Overton Park. -Toby Sells] Wade noted that while the Tennessee Open Meetings Act requires some meetings to be public, "it does not guarantee all citizens the right to participate in the meetings. " The city charter, he said, allows the council to "amend any ordinance 'at any time' before final passage" and does it routinely. For evidence, he pointed to the annual budget ordinance, which the council "routinely amends" from the floor before a final vote.
As for directing the council through the statues vote, Wade said, "I do not direct anyone to do anything. I give advice, which the client is free to accept or reject. "
Council member Martavius Jones pointed also to the vote on residency requirements as an example of the council using the substitute-ordinance play. It' s legal, he said. Coalition for Open Government (TCOG). Notice was given. The purpose of the ordinance was clear, even if the details weren't. Past that, it' d be up to a judge to decide if the council broke the law, she said, noting that her group has no open opinion on the statues issue. "If nobody but the members of the governing body knew what they were voting on, it' s completely understandable why the members of the public would be upset about that, " Fisher said. "It' s really not how a governing body should work. "
LOBBYING AGAINST THE PUBLIC
Hardly an eyebrow was raised last year when council chairman Berlin Boyd asked for money in the city budget to hire a lobbyist. They wanted to help set the city' s legislative agenda in Nashville.
But a fury erupted when the public found out what that agenda included.
On December 5, 2017, all but three council members voted to send the idea of instant run-off voting (IRV) back to Memphians on a referendum. Trouble was, Memphians had already approved IRV by 71 percent in a referendum back in 2008, and it was scheduled to be first utilized in the 2018 elections.
In a co-written guest column in The Commercial Appeal, former Shelby County Commissioner Steve Mulroy and former city council chairman Myron Loweryboth IRV proponents -said "the county election commission dragged its feet on implementation, inaccurately claiming that the county' s voting equipment couldn't handle it. "
While some were scratching their heads about the council' s move to bring it back to a vote in December, the council had been hard at work on the issue -behind closed doors -since November. That' s when the council hired the well-known, Nashvillebased Ingram Group to find a sponsor to introduce an ordinance to prohibit IRV. According to a Ryan Poe story in the CA last month, the council had been working "quietly" and "behind the scenes" to find a Senate sponsor for the bill.
While Wade told Poe the bill was moving "full steam ahead" in Nashville, the news of the council' s maneuver wasn't playing well back home.
Theryn C. Bond excoriated the council at the podium back in December, reading from the council rules of procedure on a ranked-choice system by which the council itself uses to fill vacancies on the council.
"Now, what does that sound like to you?" Bond asked. "Sounds to me a lot like IRV. And what is good for the goose, should be good for the gander. "
Michael Wilson said of the council' s work to use taxpayer money to fight against something the public had approved, "to call this hypocritical would be a compliment. " Wilson said last autumn' s calls by council members to "give the choice back to the people, " now rang "hollow upon our ears. " "Many believe this council -if nothing else -didn't want Nashville telling it what to do, " Wilson said. "They believed it with such fervor that they supported the council in this late-night sale and removal of Confederate statuary.
"How we can now believe this council is ardently striving against legislative preemption when it is funding that very practice behind the citizens' backs?"
SURPRISE!
The council' s committee agenda is usually posted on Thursday around noon. With a regularity that borders on routine, a new agenda is posted on following days with new items added in different committees.
What' s the issue? Well, for one, it goes against the council' s own rules.
"All proposed ordinances, resolutions, motions, and other matters submitted by council members shall be submitted in writing to the Council Office by 10 a.m. Thursday, " reads a section from the council' s rules of procedure.
Any council member can bring a new ordinance or resolution after that, but only if they present it in writing. Even then, "only items involving extreme emergencies may be added to the agenda, " after the Thursday deadline, according to council rules.
Those rules are often stretched or ignored.
In March 2016, council member Reid Hedgepeth filed a last-minute resolution on a Tuesday morning -as council committee meetings were already underway -that proposed giving the majority of Overton Park' s Greensward to the Memphis Zoo.
Hedgepeth' s surprise resolution said the zoo "has the greatest usage by citizens and Dr. Ernest C. Withers:
On view through May 13 visitors of any of the other various activities in the park. " It would have allowed the zoo to use the green space as a parking lot, add permanent buildings to it, or, really, do whatever they wanted with it.
The resolution was brought by Hedgepeth but its sponsors included Robinson, Bill Morrison, Phillip Spinosa, Jones, Janis Fullilove, Ford, Boyd, and Joe Brown. So, it seems there had been plenty of discussion about the resolution, though none of it was public. And it caught park advocates completely off guard.
"This outrageous and undemocratic power grab is a massive insult to the thousands of citizens who've participated in the ongoing public planning process, to the Overton Park Conservancy, which is engaged in mediation and litigation with the zoo, and to Mayor Jim Strickland, " read a Facebook post at the time from Citizens to Protect Overton Park.
Had the resolution been posted on Thursday, per council rules, it would have given proponents and opponents plenty of time to show up at city hall and express their views. Hedgepeth' s last-minute ploy only gave interested citizens about four hours to change their daily schedules; many showed up at city hall anyway.
The Commercial Appeal once sued the city over this very issue. The 1974 Supreme Court opinion put the law on the city's side when it came to adding agenda items at the last minute. "Adequate public notice, " to the court was based on "the totality of the circumstances as would fairly inform the public. "
But a 2012 opinion from the Open Records Counsel to the Tennessee Municipal Technical Assistance Service (MTAS) said the office would not recommend last-minute agenda changes.
"From a best practice perspective, this office would not suggest that a governing body amend an agenda during a regularly scheduled meeting to include an issue in which the governing body knows that there is significant public interest, " read the opinion from Elisha D. Hodge, "and (the governing body) knows that if the item had been on the agenda that was originally published for the meeting, there would have been increased public interest and attendance at the meeting. "
All of these issues -silent votes on important ordinances, behind-the-scenes lobbying in Nashville, and last-minute agenda items -are business as usual at city hall. Some of it has been going on for a long time. Legal experts may say (and have said) it' s all above board. But for Memphians, we ask, "Is it justice?" Let' s let Theryn Bond have the final word:
"The last time I checked, you guys work for us, " Bond said to council members last month. "So, come up from behind those closed doors, and roll up those sleeves, and dig into your districts. Because, trust me, it is nothing to get 25 signatures. Do I make myself clear?"
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To Whiskey! B y C h r i s D a v i s
With the arrival of spring, it's time to raise a hot, woody glass of whiskey and toast the end of winter and the coming warming of days. And where better to make such a toast than e Memphis Flyer's rst-ever Whiskey Warmer? It's a new event that's being described as "a whiskey wonderland, " with opportunities to chat with master distillers and to sample more than 30 big bourbons, earthy Scotches, spicy ryes, and other tasty whiskey products from around the world.
Each ticket to the Flyer's Whiskey Warmer is good for 15 tastings. at means there will be ample opportunity for additional toasting. And as long as glasses are being raised in this manner, at least a few kind words should be said for Mississippi judge, law professor, and John Grisham mentor Soggy Sweat who, in 1952, in one of the most magni cent parodies of political doublespeak ever set down, denounced whiskey as a dangerous devil's brew before singing the drink's praises and calling it, "the oil of conversation, the philosophic wine, the ale that is consumed when good fellows get together, that puts a song in their hearts and laughter on their lips, and the warm glow of contentment in their eyes.
"If you mean that drink, " Sweat continued, "then certainly I am for it. " " is should be a whiskey evening to remember, " says event organizer Molly Willmott, echoing the good judge's sentiments and anticipating an early sell out. e Whiskey Warmer bene ts Volunteer Memphis and features live music by Graber Grass and food from Owen Brennan's, Laura's Kitchen, and Babalu. Suzanne Henley hadn't intended to write a book about prayer beads. She wanted to write a memoir. She' d found a publisher who wanted a book about the history of prayer beads and would allow bits of memoir as long as they were connected to the subject matter, and that was close enough. Although Henley had never been affiliated with a religious tradition that used them, she had her special relationship with prayer beads and could fuse these ideas as tightly as glass in the ornamental murals and wall-hangings she' s known for. Henley made her first set of prayer beads for a friend who was teaching a class on Episcopal bead traditions at Holy Communion. She' s since made 800 unique sets. "It became a meditative practice for me, " she says, describing the ancient beads she works with exclusively and an assembly process that starts early in the morning in her second story Midtown studio with its two walls of wavy, bubbly glass.
"I sit and hold rough, naturally formed beads of Mongolian Gobi desert sand in my hands, " she says. "200 BCE Roman glass fragments. I have ancient beads made out of Dead Sea salt and old African beads that are individually handmade. To hold those beads in my hands and think how they've been passed over centuries from one hand to another across continents and oceans and ending up in my hand with all the patina of those other hands on them. It' s a humbling experience, really. "
Henley celebrates the release of Bead by Bead Thursday, March 22nd at Novel. Sweaters Together are, according to band member Chrissy Green, "four body-positive queers with multifaceted instrumental talents, delivering wholesome content. " The band is no stranger to benefit shows and unconventional venues, having played roller derby bouts, art galleries, and Rock for Love 11, an annual benefit show supporting the Church Health Center. "We've been on a bit of a hiatus, " Green says, "But we're 
M U S I C F E AT U R E B y J e s s e D a v i s
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In the pages of comic books, such team-ups and crossovers are common, usually coinciding with blockbuster movie releases. 
Dru's Place
MADISON 275-8082
Karaoke Fridays-Sundays. 
First Baptist Church
T.J. Mulligan's Cordova
TRINITY 756-4480
The Southern Edition Band Tuesdays.
Frayser/Millington
Harpo's Hogpin
HWY 51N 530-0414
Live Music Saturdays, 9 p.m. 
Huey's Millington
S. COOPER (725-0776).
The Evergreen Theatre
The Nether, set in a virtual reality world where everything is possible. Fri.-Sun. Through March 25.
POPLAR (274-7139).
Germantown Community Theatre
First Date: A New Musical, www.gctcomeplay.org. March 23-April 8.
FOREST HILL-IRENE (453-7447).
The Halloran Centre
The Mountaintop, Sunday show is a matinee, 3 p.m. www.hattiloo.org. $50. March 28-April 1, 7:30 p.m. 
S. MAIN (529-4299).
McCoy Theatre
The Orpheum
Wicked, www. orpheum-memphis.com. $49. Through March 25.
S. MAIN (525-3000).
Playhouse on the Square
Laughter on the 23rd Floor, take a trip inside the writer's room to witness the wacky antics and crazy arguments that happen on the 23rd floor. www.playhouseonthesquare.org. $25-$40. Sun., 2 p.m., and Thurs.-Sat., 8 p.m. Through March 25.
S. COOPER (726-4656).
Theatre Memphis
The Drowsy Chaperone, a man puts on his favorite record: the cast recording of a fictitious 1928 musical. The recording "comes to life" and a masterful madcap evening lovingly pokes fun at the musical theater genre. www. 
ARTI ST R EC E PTI O N S
The Blues Foundation
Opening reception for "Icons, " exhibition of paintings by Michael Maness. www.blues.org. Tues., March 27, 5:30 p.m.
S. MAIN.
Circuit Playhouse
Opening reception for "Full Power of Magic, " exhibition of photography by Allison Renner inspired by the story, James and the Giant Peach. Fri., March 23, 5-7 p.m.
S. COOPER (725-0776).
Clough-Hanson Gallery
Closing reception for "The CLTV, " exhibition motivated by the question "What does liberation mean for a young black artist in Memphis?" www.rhodes. edu. Fri., March 23, 5-7 p.m.
RHODES COLLEGE, 2000 N. PARK-WAY (843-3000).
Crosstown Arts
Artist reception for "Adorn, " exhibition of works by Tova Odelia. www.crosstownarts.org. $10. Sat., March 24, 4-9 p.m. 
N. CLEVELAND (507-8030).
Fogelman Galleries of Contemporary Art, University of Memphis
TOPS Gallery
Opening reception for "The Daily Avalanche, " exhibition of new drawings and prints by John Shorb. www.topsgallery. com. Sat., March 24, 5-8 p.m. 
Casting Demonstration
Saturdays, Sundays, 3 p.m. 
Crosstown Arts Digital Lab
Six-station computer lab supports Memphis' creative community by providing artists and musicians full access to industry-standard art-and music-making technology. Tuesdays-Thursdays, 10 a.m. 
TWO STOPS WIN MORE IN
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Latino Memphis Design Competition
Lunch & Listen with LaShonté Anderson
Networking event and listening session that provides members of the music community with an opportunity to showcase their work, discover local talent, and broaden their network. Free with RSVP. Fri., March 23, 1 p.m. 
TALENT DEVELOPMENT COMPLEX, 119 S. MAIN (435-6509).
A Performance by Don Lifted
O N G O I N G ART
Art Museum at the University of Memphis (AMUM)
"Africa: Art of a Continent, " permanent exhibition of African art from the Martha and Robert Fogelman collection. Ongoing.
COMMUNICATION & FINE ARTS BUILDING (678-2224).
ANF Architects
"Gentle Gestures, " exhibition of new works by Don DuMont. www.anfa.com. Through April 5.
UNION (278-6868).
Belz Museum of Asian and Judaic Art
"Chinese Symbols in Art, " ancient Chinese pottery and bronze. www.belzmuseum.org. Ongoing. 
S. MAIN, IN THE PEMBROKE SQUARE BUILDING (523-ARTS).
Bingham and Broad
N. PERKINS EXT. (537-1483).
Clough-Hanson Gallery
Marshall Arts Gallery
"Love of Art" and "Memphis, " exhibition of work by Nikki Gardner and Debra Edge by appointment only. (647-9242), Ongoing. 
MARSHALL (679-6837).
Memphis Botanic Garden
DAN C E
Brooks Milongas
FATHERS ENGAGE FATHERS SUPPORT FATHERS MATTER
FATHERS FATHERS FATHERS FATHERS FATHERS
C O M E DY
Minglewood Hall
Hannibal Buress, (866-459-9233), www.minglewoodhall. com. $50. Tues., March 27, 8-11 p.m. 1555 MADISON (866-609-1744 .
PO ETRY/S PO K E N WO R D
Rhodes College, Buckman Hall
Visiting Writers Series: Terrance Hayes will read from his poetry including his forthcoming collection, American Sonnets for My Past and Future Assassin followed by a reception and book signing. www.rhodes.edu. Thurs., March 22, 5 p.m.
ROOM 110 (843-3000). 
B O O KS I G N I N G S
Booksigning by Marc Perrusquia
LECTU R E /S P EAK E R
Memphis 101
Learn about the rich cultural heritage of Memphis, why Memphis is the place it is today, and how our history impacts where we are headed. 
C O N F E R E N C ES/ C O NVE NTI O N S
Memphis Women's Summit
TO U R S
Old Forest Hike
Walking tour of the region' s only urban old-growth forest. Last Sunday of every month, 10 a.m.
OVERTON PARK, OFF POPLAR (276-1387).
Yellow Fever Rock & Roll Ghost Tour
See what used to be, Memphis style, with Mike McCarthy. Call to schedule a personal tour. Ongoing. 
E X POS/SALES
Soul Market
Enjoy vendors with unique products, great food, music, and more. Saturdays, 12-4 p.m. THE DEN, ).
Teach901 Educator Job Fair
Connects education job seekers with recruiters from public, charter, and parochial schools in Memphis. Wed., March 28, 6-8 p.m.
CROSSTOWN CONCOURSE (FOR-MERLY SEARS CROSSTOWN), N. CLEVELAND AT NORTH PARKWAY, WWW.JOBS.TEACH901.COM.
F ESTIVALS
MusliMeMfest Festival
Free. Sat., March 24, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
S PO RTS / F ITN ES S
Annual Wheelchair Basketball Tournament
Rollin' Grizzlies take on corporate teams without disabilities in a wheelchair-basketball tournament sponsored by the Arc Mid-South. $5. Sat., March 24, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Run for the Son 5K
Registration is $10 in advance or $15 on the day of the race. 
M E ETI N G S
GFWC Metro Memphis Woman's Club
Volunteer community service organization for Memphis women. Free. Fourth Thursday of every month, 6:30-8 p.m.
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER, 3475 CENTRAL, WWW.GFWC.ORG.
Memphis 3.0 District Workshops and Tours
Join the Office of Comprehensive Planning for planning efforts throughout 14 Districts. Thurs., March 22, 9 a.m.-noon & 1:30-4 p.m.
WWW.BLDGMEMPHIS.ORG.
K I D S
Overton Park Fun Day and Science Fair
Featuring games, food trucks, mini-BioBlitz where we try to identify as many species as we can, opportunity to meet the researchers who study the forest, 
S P EC IAL EVE NTS
Preservation Series
View a preservation issue captured on the big screen, followed by a discussion led by local experts who bring it home to Memphis. Popcorn and drinks provided. $50 members, $75 nonmembers. Mondays, 7 p.m. Through March 31. 
CLUE: The Party
Zany night of mystery and suspense recreating CLUE (the movie). Win up to $2,500 in prizes, and enter a costume contest. All guests greeted by Yvette, the maid, with a glass of champagne. Fri., March 23, 7-11:30 p.m. 
Forging on the River: Dinner + Auction
Dinner by Draper's Catering and art auction featuring some of the best fine metalwork in the country benefiting Metal Museum programming throughout the year. $75. Sat., March 24, 6-9 p.m. 
Friday Night Dance Party
Themed outdoor dance parties featuring illuminated dance floor, food vendors on site, and beer and wine available with a valid ID. Free. Fridays, 6-9 p.m. 
MEMPHIS PARK (FOURTH BLUFF
)
Seeing Civil Rights Symposium
Explores how Ernest C. Withers and his contemporaries imagined photography's dual role as an art form and a tool for political change. Wed.-Thur., Mar. 28-29. 
Winnie's 1st Birthday Celebration
Celebrate Winnie the hippo's 1st birthday featuring cake drop Friday-Sunday at 10 a.m., followed by a hippo chat at 10:30 a.m. Special events will take place all day Saturday and Sunday. $10-$15. 
H O LI DAY EVE NTS
Easter Basket Drive & Free Dance Camp
Students ages 3-14 are asked to bring a filled Easter basket, ready to be given to kids battling severe health or financial hardships. Sat., March 24, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Easter EGGstravaganza
Enjoy a pancake breakfast, photo with the Easter Bunny, and themed craft. $15 members, $20 nonmembers. Sat., March 24, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
Elmwood Easter Egg Hunt
Open to kids up to age 10. Bring Easter basket, find prize egg, and get a photo with the Easter Bunny. Registration required by email, historian@ elmwoodcemetery.org. Sat., March 24, 9 a.m.
ELMWOOD CEMETERY, 824 S. DUDLEY (774-3212), WWW. ELMWOODCEMETERY.ORG.
FO O D & D R I N K EVE NTS
Brooks Uncorked
Featuring winemaker André Mack and Mouton Noir Wines, tastes from some of the city's hottest restaurants, signature cocktails, silent auction, and live entertainment. $125. Fri., March 23, 6:30 p.m. ART, 1934 POPLAR (544-6209) , WWW.BROOKSMUSEUM.ORG.
MEMPHIS BROOKS MUSEUM OF
Whiskey Warmer
Sample whiskeys, chat with distillers, and enjoy local food and live music. Your ticket includes 15 tastings and access to all areas of the event benefiting Volunteer Memphis 21-plus. Fri., March 23, 6-9 p.m. 
Memphis (1992)
Tells the story of a woman wafter she has helped kidnap. Sun., March 25, 3:30 p.m. 
The Quiet One
Captures the trials and triumphs of Donald Peters, a lonely 10-year-old African American boy who wanders the streets of New York City. Mon., March 26, 7 p.m.
CLAYBORN TEMPLE, 294 HERNANDO, WWW.INDIEMEMPHIS.COM.
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continued from page 32
Must be 21 and a Key Rewards member. See Cashier•Players Club for rules. While supplies last. Tax and resort fee not included in listed price. Advance hotel reservations required and subject to availability. $50 credit or debit card is required upon hotel check-in. Arrivals after 6pm must be guaranteed with a credit card. Management reserves the right to cancel, change and modify the event or promotion. Gaming restricted patrons prohibited. Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700.
FitzgeraldsTunica.com • 1-662-363-LUCK (5825) •
Minors must be accompanied by an adult to attend the festival.
Saturday, April 7
Noon -6pm The good news about this new book, Chicago, is that it's his best novel. It's dialogue-driven, making it such a pleasure to read that it's hard to put down. His characters talk like Mamet's movie characters -sly, fast, and with a street-smart poetic pulse. The staccato interchanges, not unlike machine-gun fire, suit this tale of reporters and gangsters during the Al Capone era in Chicago. It's a great crime novel: It moves briskly, and the story is gripping. It's also often very funny.
Best friends Mike Hodge and Clement Parlow both work in the City Room of the Chicago Tribune. They're seasoned pros, cynical, tough, and skilled, even when they find themselves wandering into the gray area between crime and justice. Mike has fallen in love, and Parlow rags him about it, goading him by saying he should be writing the sob sister column rather than covering crime. "A romantic is just a cynic for whom, as yet, the nickel hasn't dropped, " he tells him.
But, when Mike's paramour is killed right in front of him, in an apparent gangland slaying, Mike goes on a bender. "I killed her, " he says to Parlow. Mike's guilt upends his career, and he is a lost sheep for much of the book. "He had loved his job, and its proximity to violence, which, he knew was like a drug, and he had loved the Irish girl; and now he was sick and grieving in that impossible grief of betrayal at having your heart broken by life. "
The gunman kills the woman and, just as Mike glimpses his face, knocks Mike out cold. The twist is that the slaying may have nothing to do with Mike's coverage of Capone.
Capone, known as Mr. Brown, exists only in the crisp, blackened edges of the story. But his shadow is large and deep, and corruption is so rife in the city, even on the paper, that attempting to find what's true and what's smokescreen is like working on a Gordian knot.
Eventually, Mike finds his footing again, and now he has revenge on his mind. The story moves through the murky alleys of 1930s Chicago. There are hoods galore, cops -some straight, some crooked -and a particularly charming whorehouse, where much is known and only some of it revealed. Mike is a known quantity in all these places, and he's comfortable in the dirt. He learned to kill in the Great War, and he recognizes that it's still in him. The story is episodic but builds accumulatively toward the only kind of sense these types of stories make. As Mike collects clues, more people are murdered. He's not sure whether he's up against Capone or the Irish Mob or something more esoteric, a crime which has nothing to do with the Mafia. "The weakness in the Mafia, " Mamet says, "was the absence of legitimacy. Anyone with sufficient ambition could rise through obedience and violence; but there was, culturally, nothing to check his rise. " Fans of Boardwalk Empire will find much here to admire.
As with Mamet's intricate crime films, there are stories within stories. Chicago glistens with fascinating details, scams, anecdotal red herrings, beautifully rendered asides, and gorgeously wrought digression. The plot, which does have a satisfying denouement, is almost secondary to Mamet's way with language, especially his crackling dialogue. Sometimes, if you concentrate too closely on the plot -which is, after all, similar to Hitchcock's idea of the McGuffin -you may miss the author's playfulness, his skill with a sentence, and his love for arcane information.
It's Mamet. It's underworld characters. What else do you wanna know? In the old tiki restaurants of the '50s and '60s, the cuisine was basically Chinese-American "dressed up with pineapple, " according to Critiki, which might have been its undoing, considering the way the humble pineapple is disparaged locally for its appearance on pizza. "Unpredictably, we've done a lot of food sales, " Skinny says. I try the top-selling Polynesian meatballs which live up to the hype. Skinny is also redoing the food menu to include more vegan and vegetarian dishes. It is expected to be available on B A R R E P O R T B y M e g h a n S t u t h a r d
JUSTIN FOX BURKS
Brian "Skinny" McCabe at the Atomic Tiki ART RECEPTION APRIL 5, 2018 5-7 PM FocalPoint at Crosstown Concourse matches the Best in Eyewear with the Arts! Come see our newest art exhibit including the fabulous canvas-produced modern photography of Jason Miller. In addition to meeting the artists whose work is on display, be the fi rst to discover Roger Bacon Eyewear, personalized and are made to measure designs created on a 3D printer -o ered exclusively in Memphis at FocalPoint.
RSVP -akerr@focalpointcrosstown.com
Every Face is Unique -Why Not Each Pair of Glasses?
Dishing it out at .com.
A Very Tasteful Food Blog
By Susan Ellis 39 m e m p h i s f l y e r. c o m
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Bigger portions better quality! tacky!" most of us will see it for what it is: a fun, neighborhood bar that lets the drinks be the star of the show and the wall plunger play a supporting role.
"We want the neighborhood to dictate what we are, " Skinny says. The bar is right around the corner from Crosstown Concourse on Overton Park, meaning there is soon to be a lot of neighborhood to dictate Atomic Tiki's direction. He envisions his space as a bar for neighbors to walk to for local beer during happy hour or late at night for a tropical nightcap. I imagine that, over time, the place will accumulate more wall art, more ridiculousness, and become a destination bar for those who want to experience an uncommon drink. Tiki is the logical next step for Memphis mixology that prides itself on innovation, and while a tiki cocktail doesn't feel as mature as a barrel-aged whiskey drink, it sure is fun to order something with a plastic monkey in it. Take a hint from your grandparents, who saw Polynesia as an exotic place soaked in rum and full of hula girls and built a whole restaurant phenomenon around it. Be the neighborhood and dictate to Skinny what you want: a Jet Pilot in your hand and him in a hula skirt.
AT O M I C A G E
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M a r c h 2 2 -2 8 , 2 0 1 8 oday I will discuss using mirepoix to enhance two easy soup recipes. Cheater's Chicken Soup makes use of one of my favorite ingredients: rotisserie chicken. The other recipe, Haut Ramen (that's "Top Ramen" in French, for the unfrozen cavemen in the crowd) employs mirepoix in the preparation of packaged Ramen noodle soup.
Since both recipes include the part where you have to make the mirepoix, let' s review that step.
Trim and mince equal parts onion, carrot, and celery (or celery root, aka celeriac). If using celery stalks, include the leaves. Cut it all into consistently sized chunks, large or small as the recipe calls for. The Haut Ramen recipe requires a brunoise, which is French for "finely diced. " Making brunoise is a technique that' s more effectively shown than described, so check it out on YouTube.
Cheater's Chicken Soup
One cook' s value-added product is another' s raw material. Rotisserie chicken, cooked long and slowly enough that the bones are almost spoon-tender, can make a really good soup. 
Ingredients
Procedure
Gain control of the remains of the chicken, pull it into pieces, and remove the bones. Snip the bones and tendons into small pieces with cooking scissors, and place them into a pasta basket or similar arrangement that can be submerged in boiling water, along with its contents, and can just as easily be removed from the water. One could also put the chicken skin in the pasta boiler to make the soup more oily, if that' s your thing. Heat the water and simmer the bones while you get the rest of your mise en place, which is French for arranging your cooking materials. The next step is to cut the mirepoix and sauté it gently in olive oil, allowing a mild brown to develop.
While the mirepoix is browning and the bones are simmering, cut or pull the chicken meat apart to the consistency you wish, and add the meat to the browning mirepoix, allowing it all to cook together for a moment. This would be a good time to play around with herbs and spices. I like thyme, but you could go ginger/lemongrass, or my mom's favorite: dill.
The soup can be taken in many directions at this point. Remove the pasta basket with bones inside, add the mirepoix and chicken to the pot, and replace the basket of bones back in the pot. At this point, I add some frozen tomatoes from last summer' s stash to the basket, so the tomato skins can be removed along with the bones and skin. I also add a pickled jalapeño or two, allowing it to contribute gentle heat and acidity to the pot without getting lost and giving someone a hot surprise.
The soup will be ready as soon as the carrots are soft enough to eat. But if possible, take a little extra time and let everything cook together for an hour or so. As it cooks, tweak the seasonings as necessary: a little salt here, a bit of garlic powder there, a lil' soy sauce, a squirt of fish sauce, squeeze of lime, until it tastes right. Then drop a dollop of mayo on that masterpiece, and you've got some evidence in hand that sometimes cheaters do win.
Haut Ramen
While it's true that a good mirepoix elevates the ingredients around it, there's no reason to literally use Top Ramen brand when there are others to be had, like Sapporo Ichiban, or pretty much any other random brand you might find, that will be better in quality.
Ingredients
• One package of ramen (preferably the good stuff) • One cup mirepoix, equal parts carrot, celery and onion, chopped into brunoise • Sesame oil • Seaweed (a ripped-up sheet of nori, or furikake seasoning) • Egg (optional) Procedure Heat the water. Add brunoise mirepoix and flavor packet. When the water returns to a boil, add the noodles. When the noodles are done, add your egg, if using. Wait a moment, then turn off the heat. Leave the egg whole, or give it a minimal stir with a fork, depending on how you like your yolk, then put the lid on for two or so minutes. Remove the lid. If egg is done to your liking, sprinkle with seaweed, drizzle with sesame oil, and start slurping. 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
don't know why I was so irked recently to learn the existence of Jane Walker, the special edition play on the Johnnie Walker Scotch logo, which arrived on store shelves this month. Jane Walker, which the company describes as a "symbol to represent the fearless women taking steps on behalf of all, " was conceived in honor of Women' s History Month. I consider myself more of a humanist than a feminist, but I initially felt slightly insulted by the idea that women need special products particularly marketed to us.
The top-hatted, equestrian bootwearing avatar did get me thinking about the myriad ways that alcohol is marketed to the fairer sex. For my generation, it' s probably the guilty pleasure sitcom, Sex and the City, that brought a renaissance of girly drinks to bar menus nationwide. While American women have been drinking in public since Prohibition was repealed in 1933, frou-frou cocktails reached their peak with Carrie Bradshaw and friends' drink of choice, a pink-hued variation on the classic Cosmopolitan.
These days, women are also the dominant force in the wine market. I stumbled across an article in Fortune that describes the popularity of rosé as a "female-driven movement" with "sharp sales increases that far outpace the broader $38 billion wine industry. " That article led me to a research paper by Liz Thach, Professor of Wine Business and Management at Sonoma State University, who interviewed male and female drinkers to identify their differences in wine consumption. Thach' s consensus, that women are motivated to drink during social activities, while men focus on the technical aspects of wine-drinking, results in at least 10 percent more women than men ordering wine when they choose to drink an alcoholic beverage.
Additionally, more wines are specifically targeted toward women drinkers, with the prevalence of brands like Little Black Dress, Cupcake, and Girls Night Out jockeying for space at your neighborhood liquor store. The cutesy naming trend was apparently established over a decade ago, when VinExpo Bordeaux, the world-renowned wine and spirits exhibition, declared, "Women are the future of wine" as their lead theme of their 2006 conference.
The general vibe is this: If it's fruity and a little bit sweet, women will drink it. Where does that leave all of the female beer and bourbon drinkers? Well, the truth is, there aren't too many of them. A 2015 analysis of Twitter datasets revealed that between 14 and 40.6 percent of beer-related hashtag users are female, while 35 to 72.4 percent of wine-related hashtag users are female. When it comes to cocktailrelated hashtags used by women, Cosmo reigns supreme, with a 73.5 percent usage compared to Scotch, which comes in at just 27.7. Notes Emma Pierson, researcher at the University of Oxford, "Fruit-flavored cocktail hashtags are female-dominated, while malts and ryes skew male. " First, I thought it was the marketing that was patronizing to female drinkers. Now, I feel a little depressed about the fact that drinking stereotypes are, in fact, steeped in truth. What's truly disheartening, though, is the revelation that more women are drinking high amounts of alcohol than ever before. According to a 2017 report called the National Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions, high-rise drinking increased at a rate of 4-to-1 for women. What's contributing to these higher drinking levels? The rising numbers of women in the workforce, cultural norms, stress, and wealth inequality, the survey says. So let's drink, but in moderation. And if you're one of those rare women who enjoy the taste of Scotch, maybe you'll want to try on Jane Walker for size. With $1 from each bottle produced going to the She Should Run organization and the Monumental Women project, Diageo, the Scotch's parent company, is doing more than simply patronizing women drinkers.
I
Men and women drink different spirits. It's science. We'll be bringing together a variety of Memphis' best restaurants and an array of distilled spirits brands as we savor a night of bacon, BBQ, and all the good things that come from old oak barrels! 
Girly Drinking
S P I R I T S
B y A n d r i a L i s l
The Midtowner
We're not only delivering excellence in service but also in living.
We offer amenities like: 
We 
The Marilyn on Monroe
We're delivering all the perks of apartment living, with the extra add easier and accessible. We offer amenities like: Researchers are developing therapies that could program a person's own white blood cells to target and destroy these types of cancer. If you have been diagnosed with one of these types of cancer, your blood cells may be useful to help with development of new ways of treating the disease in the future. The researchers would use your blood cells only for research and they would not be used to create a therapy for you.
Financial compensation is provided.
common complaint about good video games is that they always translate to bad films. The cause of the problem lies with movies. Production houses are vampiristic in their acquisition and regurgitation of intellectual property, but have no regard for the spiritual integrity of their prey. Expecting the studio system to replicate the pleasure of an interactive experience is like having an itch for a book to become a painting or a melody to become a comic strip. It's understandable to have that expectation when our primary cultural currency is the blockbuster, and you want more recognition for the art that games can be. But a more likely outcome is for games to gain cultural currency as they get better, and for blockbusters to have less.
The posh fictional spelunker Lara Croft has returned for another movie edition of her game series, Tomb Raider. She is now played by Alicia Vikander and is making a living as a bicycle food courier, unwilling to accept her wealthy inheritance because she refuses to give up her missing father (Dominic West) for dead. He disappeared seven years ago, leaving her various puzzle clues, which, upon investigation, result in her following him to a mysterious island off the coast of Japan. There, she finds mercenaries forcing shipwrecked men to dig for the grave of Himiko, an ancient "death queen. "
Everything is bland. Characterization is minimal. The main emotional traits given to Lara are a feeling of abandonment over her father's choice to go adventuring rather than spend time with her, and a generic action hero's empowering journey from not being adept at hand-to-hand combat to being completely so, via anger.
There is a vulnerability to Lara: We are first introduced to her losing at mixed martial arts, and that vulnerability carries throughout each of her death-defying scrapes. As in the games, she traverses a plane trapped on top of a waterfall (a highlight) and outguesses ancient temple deathtraps. Unlike Indiana Jones, there is an emphasis not on roguish humor in response to increasingly outlandish difficulty, but groaning and moaning through stations of the cross. Vikander's own seriousness works against her: She brings to each horrible occurrence a look of open-mouthed concern which would better fit a dramatic offering where the balancing acts were less predictable. (Overacting like Bruce Campbell would be better.) They also seem very digital, the painterly backgrounds making her leaps look unreal.
Director Roar Uthaug's best moment follows the simple act of villain Mathias Vogel (Walton Goggins) pointing a gun at Croft. Time slows down, and the sound of her heartbeat fills the soundtrack. It dwells on the tactic of threatening a life with a ballistic weapon, staple move of movie bad guys, and makes it unique. But almost everywhere else the feel is boilerplate, contractual. The viewers' hands during my screening were at their sides. No one made Lara go left or right, or swing or jump. We passively accepted her derring-do like livestock waiting for gruel.
Goggins is great at making florid dialogue sound witty, but can't save his generic words here. Nick Frost of the Cornetto trilogy has two uncredited scenes as a
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The Tomb Raider lacks a reason for being.
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Visit mifa.org to volunteer. In terms of current fare, I prefer Thoroughbreds, a B-movie featuring two precocious murderous teenagers that likewise commingles female empowerment and violence, but does so through arch dialogue and characterization and juxtaposes psychopathy and high-functioning autism to reflect on how people with the latter might be mistreated.
Tomb Raider doesn't have as much on its mind, though just by adapting the less sexualized version of Lara Croft from later games, it is progressive. Angelina Jolie in the original film adaptation was a sex symbol first, with the camera focusing on her body and clothes. This Lara is an intermittent damsel always in need of rescue and her own self-rescuer, fighting solitarily against high jumps and crumbling infrastructure. But she has little of the James Bond sang-froid of the Jolie version. To some extent she's in yet another superhero origin story, and perhaps if there is a sequel, there will be less learning, more adventure. She is boring, but she is studious.
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